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“Keep pushing the agenda and 
demanding implementation” 

 

South Africa - Human Rights Institute for 
Southern Africa (HURISA),   Advocacy and 
Information Officer, Mr Sipho Gideon 
Manthula told a visiting four women del-
egation who were on a three day solidari-
ty mission to South Africa from 14 to17 
May 2013, to continue pushing the hu-
man rights agenda and implementation 
of human rights instruments. 

 

 “Issues of foreign policy, women 
rights, conflict and human rights 
are lagging. As human rights 
groups we need to push these 
issues at these forums. The dis-

cussion of economic develop-
ment and empowerment in Afri-
ca should include human rights 
issues. We should see how we 
can push the agenda and de-
mand implementation of these 
instruments,” said Manthula. 

 

Manthula added that Zimbabwe has rati-
fied legal human rights protocols and 
instruments therefore cannot get away 
with human rights violations. He also 
urged the delegation to document the 
human rights violations and disseminate 
for the world to see. 

 

Chairperson of the Women’s Coalition of 
Zimbabwe (WCoZ), Virginia Muwanigwa 

acknowledged the progress made by the 
Inclusive Government of Zimbabwe. She 
implored the solidarity partners to con-
tinue supporting them in their quest to 
hold peaceful, free and fair elections in 
Zimbabwe 

 

“We acknowledge the progress 
that Zimbabwe has made includ-
ing the completion of the consti-
tution making process,” said 
Muwanigwa who also noted 
that: 

“However we are not confident 
that all the positive rhetoric com-
ing from political parties on vio-
lence and the state preparedness 
for elections will  come to frui-
tion because of the key indica-
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tors on the ground  including challenges in the mobile voter registration process, election resources and citizen partici-
pation, ” said Muwanigwa.  

 

Muwanigwa pointed out that the tragedy in Zimbabwe is sometimes not the absence of legal instruments but lack of sincerity 
and political will of the Government to implement.  

 

“Our appeal to our counterparts in the region is not to tire and also leverage the opportunities of the new constitution 
in aiding the voices in Zimbabwe,” said Muwanigwa 

 

The Director of The Women’s Trust, Memory Zonde Kachambwa concurred adding that what the delegation were asking for is 
amplification of CSOs voices during the upcoming elections specifically giving prominence to issues of gender in accordance 
with the provisions for electoral reforms outlined in the Southern African Development Community (SADC)’s protocol on Gen-
der and Development.  

 

“Yes the issues of  Zimbabwe  have been going on for a long time but it’s an issue that still deserves support and if Zim-
babwe’s regresses the impact will also be felt in the region.” said Kachambwa.  

 

Ms Gloria Chishambwa for Zimbabwe Young Women Network for Peace Building (ZWNP) noted that there was a need for the 
deployment of observers’ pre and post elections to reduce the possibilities of violence outbreaks and some irregularities.  

 

Mr Manthula from Hurisa committed that as solidarity partners and activists in South Africa they will push to be included as 
observers during the upcoming elections and he revealed that they were also currently pushing for the increase in numbers of 
the observers. South Africa - Human Rights Institute for Southern Africa (HURISA),   Advocacy and Information Officer, Mr Sipho 
Gideon Manthula told a visiting four women delegation who were on a three day solidarity mission to South Africa from 14 
to17 May 2013, to continue pushing the human rights agenda and implementation of human rights instruments.  

 

 “Issues of foreign policy, women rights, conflict and human rights are lagging. As human rights 
groups we need to push these issues at these forums. The discussion of economic development and 
empowerment in Africa should include human rights issues. We should see how we can push the 
agenda and demand implementation of these instruments,” said Manthula. 

 

 

Manthula added that Zimbabwe has ratified legal human rights protocols and instruments therefore cannot get away with hu-
man rights violations. He also urged the delegation to document the human rights violations and disseminate for the world to 
see. 

 

Chairperson of the Women’s Coalition of Zimbabwe (WCoZ), Virginia Muwanigwa acknowledged the progress made by the 
Inclusive Government of Zimbabwe. She implored the solidarity partners to continue supporting them in their quest to hold 
peaceful, free and fair elections in Zimbabwe. 

 

“We acknowledge the progress that Zimbabwe has made including the completion of the constitution making process,” 
said Muwanigwa who also noted that: 

Virginia Muwanigwa 
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“However we are not confident that all the positive rhetoric coming from political parties on violence and the state 
preparedness for elections will  come to fruition because of the key indicators on the ground  including challenges in 
the mobile voter registration process, election resources and citizen participation, ” said Muwanigwa.  

 

Muwanigwa pointed out that the tragedy in Zimbabwe is sometimes not the absence of legal instruments but lack of sincerity 
and political will of the Government to implement.  

 

“Our appeal to our counterparts in the region is not to tire and also leverage the opportunities of the new constitution 
in aiding the voices in Zimbabwe,” said Muwanigwa 

 

The Director of The Women’s Trust, Memory Zonde Kachambwa concurred adding that what the delegation were asking for is 
amplification of CSOs voices during the upcoming elections specifically giving prominence to issues of gender in accordance 
with the provisions for electoral reforms outlined in the Southern African Development Community (SADC)’s protocol on Gen-
der and Development.  

 

“Yes the issues of  Zimbabwe  have been going on for a long time but it’s an issue that still deserves support and if Zim-
babwe’s regresses the impact will also be felt in the region.” said Kachambwa.  

 

Ms Gloria Chishambwa for Zimbabwe Young Women Network for Peace Building (ZWNP) noted that there was a need for the 
deployment of observers’ pre and post elections to reduce the possibilities of violence outbreaks and some irregularities.  

 

Mr Manthula from Hurisa committed that as solidarity partners and activists in South Africa they will push to be included as 
observers during the upcoming elections and he revealed that they were also currently pushing for the increase in numbers of 
the observers.  

 “HOLD THE GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABLE” 

-NEPAD ADVISOR GENDER PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANI-

SATION 

LIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATION 

The New Partnership for Africa Development (NEPAD) Planning and Coordinating Agency: Advisor for Gender Parliamentary 

Affairs and Civil Society Organisations, Ms Ndeye Rosalie Lo has applauded the new gender sensitive constitution of Zimbabwe.  

  

Whilst addressing a four women delegation who are on an information sharing and solidarity mission, Advisor Rosalie Lo, on 15 

May 2013, urged civil society organizations including women’s groups to push government for the implementation of the pro-

visions of the new constitution.  

 

Addressing the delegation at the NEPAD offices in Midrand, South Africa, Advisor Rosalie Lo particularly stressed the need to 

set up of the Gender Commission and ensure harmonisation with the current electoral laws.  
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 “This is a positive breakthrough that the new constitution of Zimbabwe has ensured gender parity and women’s em-

powerment. However we need to be realistic and acknowledge that the biggest challenge that we have in Africa is im-

plementation of the provisions of these constitutions. The big question is: what are the strategies for civil society organ-

isations to ensure that the government and political parties respect the constitutional provisions and embrace its princi-

ples in government and their own political parties,” said Advisor Rosalie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Rosalie Lo also pointed out that the onus was upon the gender groups and civil society organisations to ensure the imple-

mentation of the provisions in the constitution before elections. She called for civil society organisations to stand principled and 

hold the Government accountable to its promises.  

 

The delegation’s presentation focused on the election preparedness of Zimbabwe with concerns on the slow progress of the 

current mobile voter registration exercise, lack of resources, and violence among others.  

 

The delegation asked NEPAD to urge the Government of Zimbabwe which is party to the Southern Africa Development Cooper-

ation (SADC) protocol on gender and development to enable equal participation for both men and women in all electoral pro-

cesses including the administration of elections and voting (Article 13).  

 

Meanwhile, the Planning and Coordinating Agency’s Senior Program Officer in the NEPAD Gender Desk,  Mr Wazir M Sanga who 

is also a Tanzanian national, met with the delegation and expressed concern over the possibility of regression on the part of 

Zimbabwe. 

 

Mr Sanga however said he was hopeful that Tanzania will urge the government of  Zimbabwe to implement democratic reforms 

before the elections are held.  

 

 

“We didn’t expect some of the human rights violations to happen and it is always a cause for concern. However recently 

I talked to President of Tanzania Mr. Kikwete twice when he was in South Africa. He assured me that the elections will 

be peaceful free and fair,” said Mr Sanga. 

 Ms Elinor Sisulu with the Zimbabwe Delegation in Johannesburg   
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The National Education Health and Allied Workers’ Union (NEHAWU) International Relations Officer Ms Nomthandazo Sigidi, 
on Friday 17 May told a four women delegation which was on a solidarity mission in South Africa that unstable political envi-
ronments in Southern Africa Development Cooperation (SADC) countries continue to affect women more. 

 

Ms Sigidi revealed that Zimbabweans staying at the Central Methodist Church in Johannesburg, South Africa are living in ap-
palling and squalid conditions that are not suitable for raising children.  

 

“It was very painful to see these women living in harmful conditions for themselves and their families. Some women are 
abused physically or even sexually because of their vulnerability. Some women have resorted to prostitution while some are 
using their children to beg for money on the streets because people are more compassionate to homeless children,” said Si-
gidi.  

 

She told the delegation that as NEHAWU it is their duty and responsibility to stand in solidarity with civil society organizations 
in Zimbabwe because during the apartheid-era South Africa also received assistance from solidarity groups from other coun-
tries including Zimbabwe.  

 

“We need to plough back and also provide support to solidarity movements in their time of need.” 

 

 

She shared that as NEHAWU through the Public Service International and other counter trade unions were providing humani-
tarian assistance in the form of sanitary wear and clothes to Zimbabweans living in South Africa and within the country as 
well.  

Women continue to bear the brunt of regional instability 

 

Mr Sanga said that the SADC observers that were deployed during the referendum were few and that there is need to deploy 

more observers during the upcoming elections because the stakes are high.  

 

The women delegation shared some of the initiatives that civil society and women groups were employing to promote women 

participation and empowerment, with campaigns such as the  recently launched Vote for a Woman Campaign that is being 

facilitated by the Women in Politics Support Unit (WiPSU).  

 

The delegation also indicated some of the key challenges that they were facing such as lack of access to resources, intimidation 

and violence as well as the need to train women in communities to be conflict resolution ambassadors. 

 

In concluding remarks, NEPAD urged the delegation not to miss the opportunity presented by the new constitution by urging 

the government to honour its promises. Advisor Rosalie Lo, committed to follow up on the issue of deploying observers’ pre 

and post elections and link women’s organisation with other networks in the region working on conflict intervention and miti-

gation.  
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Ms Sigidi also shared that they are always lobbying their government as the SADC negotiator to Zimbabwe to ensure that nec-
essary interventions are made for the country’s economic, political and social status to be restored so that most Zimbabweans 
living abroad can go back home.  

 

The four women delegation, was comprised of the chairperson of Women’s Coalition Virginia Muwanigwa (WCoZ), the Direc-
tor of The Women’s Trust (TWT), Memory Zonde Kachambwa, and Gloria Chishambwa who is the chairperson of Crisis in Zim-
babwe Coalition’s Gender and Women’s Affairs Committee as well as Programs Officer with Zimbabwe Young Women Net-
work with Peace Building (ZWNP).  

 

The delegation expressed appreciation to  NEHAWU and other civil society organizations for the solidarity support they have 
shown and also encouraged them to continue urging their Government to put pressure on the Government of Zimbabwe to 
implement key reforms required for the holding of peaceful, free and fair elections.  

 

The women delegation also shared key challenges and concerns facing Zimbabwe such as participation of women in political 
process and also those running for office, the slow progress of the mobile voter registration exercise that was scheduled to 
close on the 19 of May 2013, violence and intimidation among other issues.  

 

The delegation also encouraged NEHAWU to lobby and be part of the observers’ mission to Zimbabwe during the upcoming 
elections so that they can assist in verifying violations and decreasing the possibilities of human rights violation and enhance 
free political participation.  

 

NEHAWU International Relations Officer concluded by encouraging the women delegation to continue engaging and apprais-
ing them on the situation in Zimbabwe. She added that peace and stability in any country in Africa will also contribute to the 
progress and prosperity of the African continent as a whole.  

 

“We want to see harmony and prosperity in Africa. It might be a dream for now but we cannot be unhappy in our own 
lands,” concluded Sigidi.  

 

 


